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Editor’s Remarks: The Meaning of Life

SLLenesee

The recent visit by the world renowned scientist, Professor Stephen Hawking, to Hong Kong has sparked off locally a heated wave towards
a great interest in science in general, and in the search for the origin of the universe and of life in particular. In his inaugural lecture for the
Institute for Advanced Study at the Hong Kong University of Science and Technology, Professor Hawking has brought out an in-depth question
on “What is the meaning of life?” An important philosophical question that was asked by a top-notch contemporary scientist, whose high spirit
and sincerity towards life, whose spiritual dimension far exceeds that of science, together with his humility at heart, is indeed, a most telling
one and is most worthy for us to ponder.

If Professor Hawking can truly understand the true meanings of Buddhism, he will come to marvel that Buddhism is not just a religion, but that
it is a scientific, or even a supra-scientific, way of describing the truth of both the changes and the laws of nature. Furthermore, it will provide
a real way out existentially for all living beings and will be, ultimately, much better off than our migrating to other planets. Professor Hawking
will also become more conscious of the fact that the “meaning of life” is not just for the protections of one’s life and assets in this single life,
because life will continue to exist even after death, where there will be continuous formations and destructions, just like the universe which has
“no beginning and no end”.

Hence, to know the “True Meaning of Life” is to know how to continuously uplift the purity, and to rid of the entanglements of impurities, of one’s
“mental capacity” to such an extent and in such a way as to recover one’s own primordial “intrinsic nature”, which is free from the manipulation
and control of all sorts of “tractions. In order to achieve such a goal, the greatest “auxiliary force” is to use all of one’s capabilities to benefit all
living beings, the fulfillment of which can enable one’s “mental capacity” to be elevated continuously. The costs and benefits of it are of the same
nature. The greatest “‘main force” is to practice the “Holy Dharma” in order to elevate one’s “mental strength” which is, indeed, the “meaning of
life”. Those readers who would like to know more about this can read the series of articles entitled “The Meaning of Near-Death Experiences”
in the various issues of the “Lake of Lotus”.
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interpretations of the Buddhist teachings in analyzing and illustrating the “world of af-
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the old wisdom and teachings of the “Tibetan Book of the Dead” with the new scien-
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International Limited at
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